
SMITH COLLEGE CLUB OF PHILADELPHIA 
Annual Newsletter April 2012 

 
Dear Philadelphia Area Alums,  
 
It has been a great year for the Smith College Club of Philadelphia. The club has been revitalized after several years of 
inactivity, and we are going strong! We have hosted a wide array of events, and the coming months promise more fun 
and interesting opportunities to meet local Smithies. We hope you will join us! 
 
In the last year, we have been very busy. We organized special events including a cocktail hour at the Swarthmore 
home of Karen Bogert Shore ‘95 (June), a dragon-boating expedition on the Schuylkill with the Philadelphia Flying 
Phoenix Dragon Boat Team including Anne Sonnekalb Vilar Iskrant ’64 (July), a lecture by Professor Andy Zimbalist 
(October), a “Bridge for Beginners” event hosted by Lisa Platt Carmalt ‘68 and taught by Delvita Reid ’93 (February), 
and a Flower Show lunch (March). We also started a monthly “On the 18th” Happy Hour which has drawn Smithies 
for after-work drinks and brunches around town on the 18th of every month. We welcomed 2012 with a series of free 
career-related workshops with Smith’s Colleen O’Mara. We launched a new website. Alums helped interview more 
than 25 applicants for the Classes of 2015 and 2016, and alums met with Class of 2015 admits just before Open 
Campus.  In the fall, we sent Herrell’s gift cards to new local Smith students, and made care packages for students that 
we delivered in time for finals (something we hope to repeat this spring!).  
 
At last year’s annual meeting (held at the Arthur Ross Gallery at the University of Pennsylvania in May), we elected a 
board, and revised the by-laws to modernize them for modern communications. We decided to skip formal annual 
dues until we could get the club up and running and asked for voluntary dues. Many thanks to everyone who 
contributed! Now that we are on firm footing, we would like to re-institute regular dues to support club activities, 
including care packages for current students, events for admitted and current students, and book awards for high 
school juniors. Please complete and mail the membership form on the last page of this newsletter with your check, or 
follow the instructions on the website to use PayPal and send your form electronically. 
 
On May 22 we will be holding our Annual Meeting at the Rosenbach Museum and Library. More details regarding the 
event are on the following page. We will be electing at least two directors and a new treasurer, but the rest of the board 
will remain in office until terms end in 2013 so the official “meeting” part of the event will be short and sweet. The 
Rosenbach is a gem in the Rittenhouse Square neighborhood and I know you will enjoy it. 
 
As you will see in the following pages, plans are in the works for many other activities. Please get involved by 
attending events or helping to organize them. Let us know if you have questions or suggestions by sending us an 
email: phillysmithclub@gmail.com, leaving a comment on our webpage at http://phillysmithclub.wordpress.com/, or 
dropping a line to the address listed on the last page. 
 
Last but not least, my personal thanks go to our wonderful board: Vice-President Tara Thompson Gontkosky ‘02, 
Secretary Morgan Kreider-Lane ‘06, Acting Treasurer Lindsey Allen ‘08, outgoing Alumnae Admissions Coordinator 
Kimberly Wong ‘02, Communications Director Kate Fox ‘07, and Directors Lisa Platt Carmalt ‘68 and Holly Trostle 
Brigham ‘88. Thanks also to past-Treasurer Katharine Chandler ‘97 for managing our bank account during this year 
and the club’s abeyance. It is due to their commitment and your support that I can proudly say that the club is on firm 
footing for the coming year, and what I hope for many years to come.  
 
                                                                                                                              --Elizabeth Borland ‘97, Club President  



 
2 | P a g e  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Meeting of the 
Smith College Club of Philadelphia 

 
Tuesday, May 22, 2012 

6:00-8:00pm 
Rosenbach Museum and Library 

2010 Delancey Place in Rittenhouse Square 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

 
Join us at the Rosenbach for a special event hosted by Judy Guston ‘82, 
Curator and Director of Collections. Smithies can choose to take a house 
tour or to view the exhibitions from 6:00-7:00pm. Then we will gather 

together for a Q&A with Ms. Guston, followed by our short annual 
meeting, and a wine and cheese reception. 

 
Sign up ahead of time to take a house tour of the 1865 townhouse owned 
by renowned book dealer, Dr. A.S.W. Rosenbach, and his brother, Philip 

Rosenbach. The docent-led tour includes a visit to the rare book 
library, and a re-creation of modernist poet Marianne Moore’s Greenwich 

Village living room. Space is limited, so please reserve your spot for 
the tour (see the final page of the newsletter to RSVP). 

 
Those who do not take the tour can check out the two current exhibitions: 
- “From Pen to Publisher: The Life of Three Sendak Picture Books” which 

follows the creation of Maurice Sendak’s “The Sign on Rosie’s Door 
(1960), “Outside Over There” (1981), and “Brundibar” (2003). 

- “Titanic: The Rise of Rosenbach” which tells the story of Dr. A.S.W. 
Rosenbach as he hears about the sinking of the Titanic and realizes a 

protégé has died on board. Learn about the tragic event and how 
Rosenbach’s personal loss inspired his later success. 

 
Since there is not time for both tour and exhibits, Ms. Guston has 

generously offered each attendee an additional ticket, to return to the 
Rosenbach and take a tour or see the exhibitions at a later date. 

[Regular admission is usually $10] 
 

The Rosenbach is wheelchair accessible (see their website for 
information: http://www.rosenbach.org/). 

Discounted parking is available at “5-Star Parking” at 2031 Lombard 
Street (parking ticket must be validated at the Rosenbach). 

 
Cost: $15 (Class of 2006-2011) $18 (other Classes and guests), please RSVP by May 15 by sending the 

form on the last page 
with your check made payable to the Smith College Club of Philadelphia 

or use the Paypal link on our website: 
http://phillysmithclub.wordpress.com/ 

In the “Notes to Seller” area, please provide your name and class year, 
the phrase “annual meeting” and indicate if you want to take the tour.   
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Rare Books at the Free Library of 
Philadelphia 

 
Saturday, April 14, 2012 

10:30am-12:00pm 
Rare Book Department, Parkway Central 

Library  
1901 Vine Street, Third Floor 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 
 

Join a special tour of the Free Library of 
Philadelphia’s Rare Book Department, led by 
Reference Librarian Katharine Chandler ’97. 
Katharine will show us a cuneiform tablet,  

an Egyptian book of the dead, a medieval book 
of hours, a leaf from a Gutenberg Bible,  

the Elkins Room, and more!  
While there, you can also check out the Charles 

Dickens exhibition, celebrating the author’s 
200th birthday. 

 
Please RSVP to phillysmithclub@gmail.com by 

April 10. Friends and partners are welcome. 
 

Please note, all visitors will be required to 
check coats and bags (including purses) when 
touring the precious collections. They will be 

held securely by Free Library staff. 
 

Book Clubs Welcome New Members  
 

In August 2011, a Center City book club 
launched, joining the long-running 

Philadelphia Regional book club. Our two 
book clubs have been very active this year. 
 Please join us!  See our website for book 

selections and dates.  
 

The Philadelphia Regional Book Club meets at 
7:30 pm on the third Tuesday of every month, 
September -June.  Contact Abby Garfield ‘90 

at abbygarfield@yahoo.com. 
 

The Center City Book Club meets monthly at 
various locations downtown.  Contact Lisa 

Platt Carmalt ’68 at LCarmalt@comcast.net.    
 

On May 17, 2012 book club members will be 
participating in the Free Library’s Literary 
Salon on David Copperfield in conjunction 

with “A Year of Dickens” and you are 
welcome to join us.  Pre-register at 

freelibrary.org.  Smith also is celebrating 
Charles Dickens’ 200th birthday with a special 

exhibit at Neilson Library! 
 

Our Legacy 
 

Did you know that since 1940, with the support of our Club, the Smith College Alumnae Association 
has provided financial assistance to many students from the Philadelphia region through the Smith 

College Club of Philadelphia Scholarship Fund?  Scholarships are awarded as grants in the students’ 
financial aid package from the College.  

 
In 2011, $82,226 was distributed to three current Smith students:  

two seniors and one sophomore from the Philadelphia area.  
 

This fund is one of the oldest and most successful in the country! If you have any questions or would 
like to give directly to this fund, please contact us at phillysmithclub@gmail.com. 

Happy Hours 
 

We hope you’ve been able to join us for our “On the 18th” happy hours. The venues rotate to different 
neighborhoods each month in the hopes that we accommodate as many alums as possible. Feel free to suggest a 

venue you’d like to see us try. Just email phillysmithclub@gmail.com. 
 

Mark your calendars for our upcoming get-togethers: 
Wednesday, April 18th 5:30-7pm, London Grill (2301 Fairmount Ave) 

Friday, May 18th 5:30-7pm, Valanni (1229 Spruce St) 
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Cool fact:   
Did you know that there are seven boxes of historical records from the Smith Club of Philadelphia in the 

College Archives?  

Celebrate Spring with a Family- and Dog-Friendly Walk at the Wissahickon! 
 

Sunday, April 29, 2012 (Rain or shine!) 
2:00-4:00pm 

Wissahickon Valley Watershed Association’s Four Mills Barn 
12 Morris Road 

Ambler, PA 19002 
 

Spring is a wonderful time to experience nature.  Bring family, a friend (human or canine) and enjoy a spring walk 
with WWVA’s Anne Standish ’79, as well as two WWVA volunteers—a birder and a horticulturist—along the 
Green Ribbon Trail beginning at WVWA’s historic Four Mills Barn. Join us for refreshments and homemade 

cookies following the walk. Well-behaved leashed dogs are welcome. 
 

Cost: $5 per person, $10 per family. Please RSVP by April 26 by using the form on the last page with your check 
made payable to the Smith College Club of Philadelphia or use the Paypal link on our website:  

http://phillysmithclub.wordpress.com/ 
In the “Notes to Seller” area, please provide your name and the phrase “spring walk” and indicate # of attendees.  

 

ADMISSIONS UPDATE 
 

This year was a record year for Smith College admissions.  It was a 
very competitive year for the Class of 2016 – with a record number of applications and Smith’s lowest 

admit rate since 1969!  Thank you to all the local alums who took time to meet with prospective students regarding 
their experience at Smith.  Alums – by sharing their personal experience at Smith – have a huge impact on a high 

school student’s decision to apply and matriculate.   
 

Here are the numbers: 
60 high school students applied from the Philadelphia area. 

23 students from the Philadelphia area were admitted to the Class of 2016! 
7 of the admitted students interviewed with local alums.   

1 admitted student is a Smith Book Award winner.   
 

Matriculating students to the Class of 2016 will join 70 Philadelphia area current students on Campus! 
 

Also, this spring we will present almost 20 Smith Book Awards. Book Awards, presented to deserving high school 
juniors, are powerful recruitment and public relations tools.  In addition to receiving the award and a lovely book,  

a student who is honored as a Smith Book Award recipient will have her application fee waived if she decides  
to apply to Smith, either online or by mail.  

We hope you will consider sponsoring a Book Award (see the membership form on the last page).  
 

If you would like to help with Smith admissions, please contact Kimberly Wong at kimberlymwong@gmail.com, or 
Morgan Kreider-Lane at morgan.marie@alumnae.smith.edu.  
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Connect with us! 
 

SCCoP is online at www.phillysmithclub.wordpress.com!  
Here you can find complete information about club 
activities: events, book club selections, and more.  

 
And don't forget to join the 94 (and growing) local Smithies 
who have connected with us on Facebook! "Like" our page 

and we'll post updates on events, photos, and all things 
Smith.  

 
 
 
 

Step up and share your talents 
through S.T.E.P.  

(Smith Talent Exchange of 
Philadelphia)! 

 
Do you have a hobby, skill or some 

expertise to share with a group of Smith 
alums?  Our new STEP talent exchange 

will offer informal presentations and 
workshops ranging from recreational 
activities to personal and professional 
enhancement.  Guidelines on how to 
develop and submit your idea will be 

posted on our website.   
Interested in serving on the Special Events 

Committee to help facilitate STEP?   
Contact Lisa Platt Carmalt ’68 at 

LCarmalt@comcast.net.   
We look forward to hearing from you! 

 
 
 

Women’s Art at PAFA 
 

Please mark your calendar to join the Smith College 
Club of Philadelphia on Friday, November 30, 2012 at 

10 AM for a special tour of the Linda Lee Alter 
Collection of Art by Women at the Pennsylvania 

Academy of the Fine Arts, America's first school and 
museum of fine art.   

 
This collection spans most of the 20th century and the 

first decade of the 21st century, and includes such 
renowned artists as Louise Bourgeois, Alice Neel, and 
Kiki Smith; it is also notable for its inclusion of artists 

of diverse backgrounds such as Faith Ringgold and Kara 
Walker.  PAFA received the collection of nearly 400 

works of art from Ms. Alter in 2011 and this will be its 
debut exhibition.  There will be a lavishly illustrated 
catalog of the collection available for sale in PAFA's 
store, Portfolio.  The collection will also be available 
online at www.pafa.org.  Be one of the first to have a 

tour of this wonderful exhibition! 
 

The group will meet in the lobby of the Samuel M.V. 
Hamilton Building at 128 North Broad Street.  Parking 

is conveniently located at Broad and Race Streets or in a 
surface lot at 15th and Cherry Streets, both within a 

block of PAFA.   
 

Entry fee will be $10.00, which is discounted from the 
usual admission charge.  Lunch will be $18.00; please 

select soup and salad, or sandwich and salad.  RSVP by 
Nov. 23, 2012 using the form at the end of the 

newsletter, or via the link on our website.  
 
 

Smith Wedgewood Plates Offered for Sale 
 

A complete set of twelve beautiful Smith dinner/display 
plates has been generously donated to our club by our 

member Jean Schleisner Berger ‘51.   
 

Proceeds from this sale will support the club’s outreach 
to the community on behalf of Smith.  Each 

Wedgewood plate, 10 ½” in diameter, contains a rose-
colored drawing of a Smith scene on a white 

background, encircled by an embossed floral pattern. 
 See photo on our website. Supplies are limited as this 

pattern has been discontinued. We are offering the 
complete set, in perfect condition, for $450.   

Reply to:  phillysmithclub@gmail.com. 

Are you in the Suburbs? 
 

There is continued interest in club events in the 
Philadelphia suburbs, including from the Main Line, 
Chester and Bucks counties, and “across the river” in 

NJ. We have had several events in the suburbs, and are 
planning more.  

If you would like to help us organize an activity in 
your area, want to host an event or can suggest a great 

place to meet, please let us know! 
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RSVP For Special Events! 
 

Rare Book Tour at the Free Library of Philadelphia, Saturday, April 14, 2012 (10:30 AM – 12:00 PM) 
  
 No. of Attendees (please provide names below):  _______ x $ FREE = $0 
 
Spring Walk at Wissahickon Valley Wastershed Association’s Four Mills Barn, Sunday, April 29, 2012 (2:00 – 4:00 PM) 
  
 No. of Attendees:  _______  person x $5 = $ ___________ 
    _______ family x $10 = $ ___________ 
   
Annual Meeting at the Rosenbach Museum and Library, Tuesday, May 22, 2012 (6:00 – 8:00 PM) 
 
 No. of Attendees:  ________alums from classes of 2006-2011 x $ 15 = $ ____________ 
    ________alums from other classes, or guests X $18 = $ ____________ 
  
Tour of Linda Lee Alter Collection, Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, Friday, November 30, 2012 (10 AM) 
 
 No. of Attendees:   _______  x $10 (entry fee) = $ ____________ 
 Lunch:     _______  x $18.00 = $ ______________   
 Please Circle:  Soup and Salad  /  Sandwich and Salad 
 

Send Form and Checks made out to the Smith Col l eg e  Club o f  Phi lade lph ia  to: 
Smith College Club of Philadelphia, c/o Lindsey Allen, 1329 Lombard Street, Apt 504, Philadelphia, PA 19147 
 

Or use: 
Paypal link on our website:  

http://phillysmithclub.wordpress.com/ 
In the “Notes to Seller” area, please provide your name and class year, and indicate the event you are RSVPing.  

 
 

 
IMPORTANT DATES! 

 
Rare Book Tour at the Free Library of Philadelphia 
Saturday, April 14, 2012 (10:30 AM – 12:00 PM) 

*RSVP by April 10, 2012 
  

Happy Hour at London Grill (@2301 Fairmount Ave) 
Wednesday, April 18, 2012 (5:30 – 7:00 PM) 

  
Spring Walk at Wissahickon Valley Wastershed Association’s Four Mills Barn 

Sunday, April 29, 2012 (2:00 – 4:00 PM) 
*RSVP by April 26, 2012 

  
Happy Hour at Valanni (@1229 Spruce St) 

Friday, May 18, 2012 (5:30 – 7 PM) 
  

Annual Meeting at the Rosenbach Museum and Library Tuesday, May 22, 2012 
(6:00 – 8:00 PM) 

*RSVP by May 15, 2012 
  

Tour of Linda Lee Alter Collection of Arts by Women at the Pennsylvania 
Academy of the Fine Arts 

Friday, November 30, 2012 (10 AM) 
*RSVP by November 23, 2012 

Get Involved! Join us! 
 

The Philly Smith Club is back on its 
feet and better than ever! Are you 

interested in participating as a Board 
or Committee member?  

 
The time commitment is minimal 

and you get the opportunity to work 
with area Smithies of all ages. Join 

us! Send an e-mail to 
phillysmithclub@gmail.com.   

 


